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The general objective of the proposed session is to bridge the environmental and the
labour  issues,  deepening  the  topic  of  working  in  the  sustainable  economy  (organic
farming, sustainable fishing, renewable energy, etc.) or the so-called green jobs (Battisti
and Lozzi, 2003).
Since the birth of the concept of "sustainable development", more than twenty years have
passed, and we can consider it a concept, as well as a normative objective, consolidated
within  the  international  community  (Bina,  2013).  However,  the  "environmental
discourse" (Dryzek, 2005) has gone through a process of economization that has led to
the creation of an entire sector that we broadly define today as the "Green Economy".
Political  and  financial  attention  to  the  green  economy  is  certainly  growing  in  most
countries.  According  to  the  Global  Green  Economy Index  (GGEI,  2018)  and  to  the
United  Nations  Environment  Program  (UNEP,  2011),  the  green  economy  is  "a  net
generator of jobs". However, empirical research has shown that social movements often
present environmental protection and the development of new employment opportunities
as traditionally conflicting objectives (Fournis and Fortin 2017).
Looking at  the  Italian  case,  even if  there  is  no  real  development  plan  for  the  green
economy (such as the Scandinavian and German cases) data from the GreenItaly report
by Unioncamere (2017) show that as much as 27.1% of industry and service businesses
in  the  country  have  invested  in  green  technologies  to  reduce  their  environmental
footprint. In addition, this report underlines that the sector has already developed about 2
972 000 green jobs (energy engineers or organic farmers, rather than green purchasing
experts (buyers), mechatronic technicians or low-impact thermal plant installers, etc.).
The Green Economy not only represents a lever for social and territorial development,
but also for the development of new professions or the renewal of interest for declining
professions, which calls to mind the "neo-rural" phenomenon (Carrosio, 2013). At a more
local level, it is also important to underline how the drive for greater sustainability in
economic activities is now also present at the micro level, conditioning daily professional



practices; for example the innovative actions undertaken (autonomously of because of
pressure  from  the  environmental  movement)  by  small  groups  of  farmers  for  the
protection of groundwater at the local level (Ruiz et al 2018).
Beyond  the  “green  rhetoric”,  behind  which  are  sometimes  hidden  simple  marketing
tactics, the aim of this panel is to deepen the knowledge of the labour market in this
relatively new industry.
The  session  we  are  proposing  will  focus  on  the  impacts  on  the  green  economy on
employment from a quantitative and qualitative point of view. What are the opportunities
and prospects for employment in these "new sectors"? What is the socio-biographical
profile of these workers? What skills are put into practice? What relationship between
innovation and tradition would emerge in the strategies and paths of these workers? What
policies have been developed at the local level to support the emergence of these new
skills?
These are some of the questions that we would like to tackle through this panel. At the
same time,  we are  also  open  to  other  topics  and  analysis,  based  on  case  studies  of
experiences and projects developed at local or national levels, as well as theoretical or
methodological contributions on this issue. 
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The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of
maximum 3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian
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speakers).  They  must  be  sent  both  to  convenors'  e-mail  addresses
(marco_alberio@uqar.ca,  davide.arcidiacono@gmail.com) and  to  congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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