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A field of studies analysing food regimes from a structural perspective has strengthened in recent
years: the long chains of global agri-food are closely connected to local processes of redefinition of
rural  areas  that  produce  effects  in  terms  of  socio-spatial  hierarchy.  The  industrial  agriculture
imperative, characterised by large volumes at low cost, has made farmers increasingly exposed to
global market instability. This "loss of autonomy" (Ploeg, 2008) has become more pronounced as
result  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  global  agri-food  chains  within  the  “corporate  food  regime”
(McMichael, 2003).
The  global  food  players  operate  within  opaque  supply  chains,  generating  strong  information
asymmetries, which produce market exclusion for the weakest economic actors, exploitation and
degradation of production,  workforce and territories.  Moreover,  the quality debasement  of food
creates  new social  inequalities  also in  relation  to  consumption.  Therefore,  an outcome of  such
processes is a lack of economic, social and environmental sustainability. 
Despite a new sensitivity on the part  of the EU, the contradictory policies adopted so far have
produced a weak impact. 

Starting from this theoretical framework, we call for analyses that highlights the complexity of the
agri-food chains, in particular focusing on one or more of the following issues:

- the way in which specific supply chains operate, by way of example of the phenomena in
question;

- trade and unfair bargaining along the production chain, illegal misconduct and/or social and
territorial impoverishment practices;

- the role of public and private certifications and standards in performing some aspects of the
agri-food chain, with attention to quality or product certification bodies;

- analysis of public policies having an impact on the issues of the call and policy proposals
deriving from socio-economic and political analysis;

- the role of the DOP, IGP and of OP (Producer Organisations) Consortia, an example of OIP
(Organic Integrity Platform), the  organisation of agricultural work and the role of migrant
and family work;

- the role of informal factors, bottom-up activation forms, alternative consumption networks
and supply chains, new complementarities between urban and rural.



The session will  take into consideration empirical  research and case studies highlighting actors
involved, the power relationships in which they are embedded, how they negotiate/obtain their own
spaces  of  action,  what  practices  and strategies  they activate,  through which  kind  of  networks.
Furthermore, proposals focused on under what conditions, how and to what extent actors are able to
activate their agency in a local territory, also taking into account the influence of context factors,
will be particularly appreciate. 
Contributions  should  have  a  multidisciplinary  approach,  as  from  the  comparative  perspective
inspiring the session. Each abstract should explain the methodology adopted and the empirical basis
used.

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must
be  sent  both  to  convenors  e-mail  addresses  (davide.donatiello@unito.it  ,    dfarinella@unime.it  ,
valentina.moiso@unito.it  ,    mostacciof@unime.it) and  to  congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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