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For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Earth,  a  single  species,  man,  acts  as  the  prevailing
evolutionary force, trying to adapt the environment to himself. The Anthropocene poses difficult
challenges  -  made even more  difficult  by the complexity that  characterizes  society and by the
rapidity of ongoing transformations - that must be recognized, interpreted and addressed.
Tourism as well faces unprecedented challenges. As an example, without any attempt to indicate a
scale of priorities, it is possible to remember challenges linked to climate change and its impact on
tourist  destinations,  or to the pressure of the tourism industry and tourists  on the environment,
landscapes  and  resident  populations.  And,  again,  conflicts  with  cultures  (in  less  developed
countries) and with the quality of life (in the more developed countries) of resident populations,
who meet / clash with the consequences of tourism.
As  a  consequence,  themes  for  decades  at  the  center  of  the  attention  and  research  of  tourism
scholars, such as sustainability or equity, are now interwoven in ways previously unheard of in
tourist practices.
At the same time, new themes overlook the attention of tourism scholars, such as the resilience and
fragility  of  tourism  destinations,  their  connotation  in  terms  of  common  goods.
The themes mentioned, together with others connected to them, pose the problem of monitoring and
governing tourism and its effects on destinations, and of the methods and instruments suitable for
this purpose.
The purpose of the panel is to reflect, more in general, on how the political, social and ecological
relations in the tourism sector are reorganized as a result of the changes brought by the Anropocene
and, more specifically, on issues related to the sustainability of tourism, both rural than urban, and
on policies and governance for sustainable tourism.

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must
be  sent  both  to  convenors  e-mail  addresses  (enrico.ercole@uniupo.it,  tullio.romita@unical.it,
moreno.zago@dispes.units.it) and  to  congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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