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Environmental crime generally indicates a type of illegality connected to economic activities with a
strong impact on the natural environment, such as the construction sector, the disposal of urban and
industrial waste, the agro-food chain, and the illegal trade of exotic animals or archaeological finds.

These are damages “defined by law” insofar as they do not follow the ecological limits imposed by
the  States  to  regulate  production  and  consumption,  the  management  of  natural  heritage,  the
extraction  of  raw  materials  or  the  disposal  of  hazardous  substances.  Green  criminology  has
produced an interesting literature on this subject. Scholars have critically applied the criminological
perspective to environmental issues, especially in cases where organised crime plays a predominant
role, even on a transnational scale. The latter case is particularly relevant to the Italian context,
where the term “eco-mafia” is commonly used to indicate the role of historic mafias in eco-crimes,
that is, in regulating the networks of environmental crime.
This is an object of primary interest for environmental sociology from different points of view: i. as
a set of practices of anti-ecological rationality that still connotes the relationship between society
and nature; ii. as a set of constraints and dysfunctions in the implementation of environmental and
eco-sustainability  policies,  especially  as  regards  the  public  regulation  of  industrial  production,
markets and urban planning; iii. as issues to be included in the policy agendas at various levels, with
intervention styles that can be found along a continuum between prevention and repression. 

With reference to the latter point, repressive solutions prevail in the governmental approach: one
need only think that Italy, by adopting EU provisions, has introduced in the Criminal Code a title
dedicated to crimes against the environment, which extends the sanctionable conducts and commits
more  severe  penalties  for  eco-crimes.  This  approach  tends  to  neglect  the  broader  forms  of
(dys)regulation  and  (mal)functioning  of  the  economy  and  politics  that  impact  in  an  equally
uncontrolled way on the environment. These represent the contexts in which the eco-mafias are
generated and proliferate: a liminal space between public and private, where the violation of the law
becomes the rule, where the relational configurations between entrepreneurs, public administrators,
experts and technicians are diversified, and where the same distinction between legal and illegal is
complicated.

The Session includes theoretical and research contributions aimed at problematizing the contexts of
the eco-mafias, offering reflections and empirical studies, including comparative ones, that address
the intertwining of politics, society and ecology along five dimensions:



• phenomenon: data, forms and dynamics of environmental crime, with attention to the role of
mafia crime and to the ‘grey area’ of green corruption involving public administrators, professionals
and experts;
• markets:  the  demand  for  criminal  services  registered  in  the  world  of  production  and
consumption, aimed at violating legal constraints or the costs of environmental restoration;
• governance  issues:  environmental  policies  and  regulations,  urban  planning  and  eco-
sustainability, their implementation gap and the critical analysis of the role of the States in defining
legal environmental damages and limits;
• resistances: collective movements and innovative forms of promotion of legality aimed at
proposing  experiences  of  prevention  of  and  contrast  to  environmental  degradation,  including
through the reuse of assets confiscated from the mafias;
• recognition:  impact  on  the  biophysical  environment,  resulting  socio-natural  effects  (risk
perception, environmental justice) and social representations of the eco-mafia, environmental harms
and victims.

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must
be sent  both to convenors  e-mail  addresses (vittorio.martone@unito.it) and to congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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