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This session, in light of the debate on the Society of the Anthropocene, invites scholars to reflect on
the relationship between human beings, nature and society, starting from the affirmation of a new
concept:  Ethno-ecology.  The  prefix  Ethno  allows  to  analyze  the  current  environmental  issues
(climate change, deforestation, energy, environmental (in)justice, etc.) from two points of view: a)
in terms of traditional (indigenous) knowledge versus dominant culture of western development and
b) in terms of socio-philosophical reflection on the nature-culture partition.
The changes (technological, institutional, cultural) of modern (or post-modern) society places the
"collective as us", as affirmation of community identity, facing ever more complex challenges that
require, on the one hand, an effort to recover memory (historical, geographical, spatial-territorial,
traditional) in order to implement mitigation / adaptation processes to the environmental crisis, and
on the other hand the application of the earth-centric model intended as the best way to guarantee
the well-being of all community members.

We propose to the authors three lines of research:

1. Culture of change, collective action and empowerment
The interdisciplinary ethno-ecology approach allows to map the effects of climate change on the
cultural,  economic and institutional context. The change in progress sharpens the debate on the
devastating power with which  the climate impacts  biological  and community life,  and on how
collective power is able to implement processes of empowerment aimed at improving one's own
conditions of life.

2. Environmental refugees
Climate change (desertification, rising sea levels, melting glaciers, etc.) increasingly threaten the
territorial spaces of the original communities and/or small-scale societies invading and distorting
lifestyles and habitats. Migrations and forced resettlement draw attention to the definition of an
environmental refugee and to the redefinition of adaptation plans, as well as to the need to recognize
and guarantee the right of intervention and participation in all decision-making processes (macro,
meso and micro) to the affected populations.

3. Resilience and local environmental knowledge
The debate on the environmental question is increasingly becoming a debate on knowledge (s).
Society is becoming more and more a forum for scientific discussion, transforming itself into what
Latour  calls  "the  palace  of  reason".  Environmental  issues  become  collective  areas  no  longer
restricted to centralized laboratory spaces, where environmental knowledge (inter) connects with
the local environmental discourse (local environmental talk). Resilience processes are increasingly
becoming the expression of knowledge and scientific knowledge and traditional knowledge



We invite authors to present theoretical, empirical or methodological proposals. We also welcome
case  studies  that  investigate  the  issues  related  to  the  three  lines  of  research.  These  cases  may
concern both Italian and international cases throughout the world and may refer to different fields of
analysis  (social  and  intervention  policies,  technology,  movements,  tradition  and  culture,  etc.)
involving both public institutions and the private sector, community groups, etc. 

We accept work in Italian, English and Spanish.

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in  Italian  and English ((but  only in  English  or  in  Spanish  for  non Italian
speakers).  They  must  be  sent  both  to  convenors  e-mail  addresses  (lucia.groe@unical.it  ,
sanchezeduardo@mail.ru) and to congress  address  (12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com),
indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.

mailto:12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com
mailto:sanchezeduardo@mail.ru
mailto:lucia.groe@unical.it

