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The debate over the ecological crisis is characterized by a growing problematisation of the
relationship between the social, political and natural spheres. This leads to an often radical
restructuring of existing theories and interpretive repertoires. Donna Haraway, for example,
has  shown how the different  ways we define the ontology of  the present  (Anthropocene,
Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene…) expose the contradictions of our systems of
production and governance, outlining a future often prefigured with hardly reassuring, if not
altogether catastrophic, tones.
For  many,  it  is  necessary to  invent  radically different  ways of  inhabiting the world,  in a
conversation  between  local  specificities  and  global  commonalities.  Accordingly,  politics,
ontologies  (the  plural  is  key)  and  ecology  interweave  in  (the  analysis  of)  the  forms  of
resistance and/or innovation enacted by those who seek to step aside from a less and less
sustainable and solidary socio-material  order.  Conflict,  critique and opposition against  the
processes of value extraction, emancipatory “counter-conducts”, practices of “care”, sharing
and  com-passion  (i.e.  suffering  and  enjoying  together)  among  humans  and  in  human-
nonhuman encounters are some of the ways (possibly also contradictory) in which new modes
of making habitable the present (and the future) are experimented.
In  the  meantime,  neoliberal  capitalism  keeps  relying  on  ecological  modernisation,  in  an
intensified  version  (of  which  the  notion  of  Anthropocene  represents  a  symptom  and  a
legitimating tool)  that  points towards a full  internalisation and technologisation of nature,
pivoting  on  keywords  such  as  social  innovation,  sustainable  development,  or  circular
economy. The basic rationale is to allow value extraction to proceed, in spite of everything. In
this context, the narrative of the crisis or of a looming catastrophe works first of all as a
dispositif for controlling the very thought of an alternative.
The session welcomes proposals dealing with questions such as the following:

 How to disrupt the dominant order, preventing grassroots mobilizations from fulfilling
a mere compensatory or adaptive role vis-à-vis accumulation processes and ensuing socio-
ecological devastations? How can (re)connections between the plurality of local experiences
be produced? Which forms of “ecological citizenship” are emerging? And is resistance today
primarily a “r-existence”, that is, the articulation of new modes of existing?



 How should we analyse the new or renewed forms of accumulation and domination
that take place at the frontier between the social and the non-social (land grabbing, green
grabbing, etc.)?
 What are the implications of the increasingly porous boundaries between the sphere of
(human  and  nonhuman)  production  and  reproduction  for  accumulation,  environmental
politics,  construction  of  alternatives  and  practices  of  “r-existence”  (“new  materialist”
movements, “prefigurative” mobilisations, initiatives for reclaiming the “common”, etc.)?
 What are the stakes in the “ontological work” carried out by both the conservative and
the  transformative  forces  –  hybridizations  or  de-differentiations  of  the  cognitive  and  the
material,  the  real  and  the  virtual,  the  human  and  the  nonhuman,  the  subjective  and  the
objective; (neo-colonial?) acquisition of non-modern ontologies etc.? 

The  session  is  promoted  by  the  research  group  “Politics  Ontologies  Ecology”
(www.poeweb.eu),  constituted in 2017 out of the persuasion that the intersection of these
three  terms  identifies  a  field  which  is  crucial  to  the  ongoing  transformations  in  the
society/nature nexus and their inquiry.

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The  proposals  will  include a title,  proponent names,  3  key words and an abstract  of
maximum 3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian
speakers). They must be sent both to convenors e-mail addresses (luigi.pellizzoni@unipi.it,
maura.benegiamo@msh-paris.fr,  ivano.scotti@sp.unipi.it) and  to  congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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