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For the Eurocentric system of thought the city has always been elaborated as a space purified from
“nature”, as the triumph of “Man” (Rudolf, Taverne 2012). Instead, it appears clearly today how the
urban  space  is  a  more-than-human  space  (Franklin  2017).  This  explicitly  emerges  due  to  the
massive expansion of the urban tissue’s borders, which are now tied with rural areas, combining
with other environmental issues (green areas’ erosion, precarious trash collection systems…). In this
context  European  cities  are  always  more  crossed  by  vegetal  and  animal  species  previously
categorised as wilds. If on one side these processes in fact show the agency of nonhuman actors that
were  traditionally  excluded  from the  processes  of  co-creation  of  social  reality  (Bennett  2010;
Descola  2007;  Latour  1993),  on  the  other  they  make  all  the  violence  explicit  of  an  onto-
epistemological  system  that,  erecting  a  barrier  between  the  natural  and  the  socio-political,
legitimated the exploitation and the making invisible all those bodies constructed as inferiors and
hence freely usable. As underlined by many (Haraway 2014, Moore 2017) the current devastating
ecological  transformations  are  rooted into  this  system, reaching the  point  to  define  the present
historical phase as capitalocene or chthulucene (a term that, trying to overcome anthropocentrism,
underlines the hybridity of the world).

In order to foster a social research that assumes to rethink the modalities of the analysis of the
relations between human and nonhuman animals, and with all the other nonhuman actors that fall
into the category of nature, it seems necessary to investigate alternative models of co-existence and
co-creation of the world. Investigations should be therefore driven by a critical approach towards
current  cultural  devices  and  Eurocentric  social  organisations,  built  and  justified  through  the
apparent  rationality  of  logocentrism.  For  instance,  the  recent  attempt  made  by  Kymlicka  and
Donaldson  (2013),  which  proposes  to  consider  animals  as  an  integral  part  of  the  political
community through a theory of citizenship, still rests on a concept of right that derives from the
enlightenment  tradition,  that  is  based on several  dualisms.  From this,  the necessity to  think  of
alternative investigation modalities, which address the material and corporeal dimension: if it is on
bodies that exclusion strategies are performed, it is only from an alliance among bodies that a space
of resistance can emerge. This alliance could be established on the shared vulnerability of political
bodies that, rather than embodying a unique and identitary will, occupy the public space as divided
but contiguous in the reciprocal recognition of their vulnerability (Butler 2017).

In this view, the panel welcomes theoretical and empirical contributions that question the city as a
more-than-human  space,  investigated,  for  example,  through  multispecies  ethnographies,
posthuman(ist)  studies, feminist newmaterialisms, micropolitics of the everyday life,  more-than-
human assemblages.
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