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The theme proposed here starts from the hypothesis according to which there is a close connection
between: (1) the deepening of the environmental crises that have affected the last years, (2) the
transformation of production increasingly characterized by extractive devices and (3) migratory
movements which, in increasing numbers, they are investing in the processes of globalization.
According to Alier's thesis, the West has developed a sort of "ecological debt" towards the South of
the world, indeed it would be impossible to explain the development of the North without taking
into account the massive dispossession of the natural and cultural resources of the South. Also the
work of David Harvey is concentrated on the category of dispossession. He underline that the most
important  modalities  of  accumulation,  if  not  the  main  one,  is  the  extraction  through  the
dispossession of the commons; that is, according to the definition more in common, of the social
and natural  wealth  belonging to  all  the  members  of  a  given community.  In  this  sense  Harvey
introduced the notion of "negative values" to refer to the tendency within extractive capitalism to
appropriate the positive externalities of a certain socio-ecological context, often destroying them, to
then discharge, "externalizing" them, the costs deriving from such appropriation processes. Thus
there is the process of privatization of social wealth deriving from commons - positive values - and
socialization of costs deriving from their decay - negative values.

A framework that allows us to read the intensification of migratory movements within the processes
of financial globalization. Socializing the costs of negative externalities contributes to generating
"the end of cheap nature". A process that if, on the one hand, as Jason Moore claims, poses internal
problems to the same accumulation process, on the other, it  makes the relationship of the local
populations more difficult with the ecological context of belonging; a difficulty that impacts more
on  position  of  women.  The  separation  of  local  communities  from the  conditions  necessary to
autonomously  provide  for  their  own  reproduction  has  been  defined  by  Marx  as  “original
accumulation”, but, as Silvia Federici has clearly shown in her studies, it is a structural phenomenon
that accompanies the entire history of capitalism. If in the XXVI and the XXVII centuries this
process was expressed in massive migratory movements  that  moved from rural  to  urban areas,
today it is expressed on a larger scale that affects the entire globe.

Starting from this convergence of studies around the track that looks at the link between migration,
extractive capitalism and environmental damage, the call proposes to deepen an approach that, on
the one hand, allows to better highlight the link between environmental crisis and a specific form of
capitalism: the extractive one; on the other, it allows to specify the category of Anthropocene, going
beyond  the  abstract  reference  to  humanity,  focuses  on  the  unequal  distribution  of  social  costs
deriving from environmental crises, emphasizing the division of class, gender and race.



The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must
be  sent  both  to  convenor  e-mail  address  (dsa92@hotmail.it) and  to  congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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