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How are bodies, toxins, and environments entangled in new (and old) ways in the Anthropocene?
Additionally,  in  what  ways  have  recent  environmental  social  science  critiques  of  the
“Anthropocene” concept spilled over into critiques of global environmental health knowledge
and discourse? This panel explores these critical questions by drawing on recent sociological and
anthropological  engagements  with  environmental  biopolitics,  eco-corporeality,  and  toxic
embodiment. The panel seeks to include papers that directly or indirectly engage these areas of
environmental  social  theory.  Environmental  and  medical  social  scientists,  including
environmental and medical sociologists and anthropologists, and global environmental justice
scholars  and  activists,  have  all  begun  to  chart  and  challenge  the  epistemic  boundaries,
possibilities, and politics of the Anthropocene epoch. These efforts have led to us to confront
new  arrangements  of  truth  and  uncertainty,  new  forms  of  knowledge  production,  and  new
scenarios  of  skepticism  and  desperate  optimism.  Furthermore,  recent  environmental  studies
scholars  have  attempted  to  reroute  the  conversation  by arguing for  a  renewed focus  on  the
“urgency in the Anthropocene” (Lynch and Veland 2018), arguing that we are amidst “an age of
actual and emerging coexistence with earth system variability, encompassing both human dignity
and environmental sustainability.” But how and where does global environmental health research
and action figure in these emerging earth system and environmental sustainability studies and
theoretical ponderings? Do “toxic exposures” (Brown 2007) and other forms of environmental
bodily stress and suffering (Auyero and Swistun 2009) provide a valuable symbolic and material
anchor point for contemporary sociologies and anthropologies of Anthropocene science, theory,
and debate? Do “industrial” pollutants found in human and non-human species serve to justify
the development of an embodied Anthropocene? Does the Anthropocene-body relationship need
further theorization in general and do environmental sociology and anthropology in particular
have  a  role  to  play  in  developing  new  social  theories  of  and  for  the  Anthropocene?  Does
recognition of our shared Anthropocene epoch actually collapse the boundaries between society,
ecology,  economy,  and  the  body?  What  constitutes  “environmental  suffering”  (Auyero  and
Swistun 2009) in the Anthropocene and how can medical ethnography help narrate  the dual
forces of earth system change and globalized toxic intrusion? 
Papers that connect to the above question or navigate one or more of the following topics are 
encouraged to submit a paper for this proposed panel: toxic risk, socio-environmental politics, 



industrial pollution, contaminated communities, neoliberal environments, political ecology of 
health, eco-health, ecobiopolitics, uncertainty, exposure studies, and global environmental 
justice.  

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The  proposals  will  include  a  title,  proponent  names,  3  key  words  and  an  abstract  of
maximum  3,000  characters, in  Italian  and  English (but  only  in  English  for  non-Italian
speakers).  They must  be sent  both to  coordinators'  e-mail  addresses  (plittle@ric.edu) and to
congress'  address  (12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com),  indicating  the session  title  as
object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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