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The theme of nature is acquiring a significant importance especially as regards the risks related to
environmental pollution at the global level. Actually, the transformations of the natural landscape
have particularly worrying consequences also as regards the questioning of symbolic and cultural
patterns that link individuals to specific territories. The emotional key that marks the relationship
with the environment passes through mnemonic repertoires, popular traditions, literary explorations
in which subjects are  called from time to time to recognize and re-read the places,  the hidden
interstices of nature, linking them to their own experiences or to those of their families. Although
this  issue  has  traditionally  been  at  the  center  of  the  sociological  reflection  on  urban  centers
characterized by very sudden changes, it is also true that it begins to achieve importance even in
rural areas where the persistence of more traditional models of production and social reproduction –
mainly linked to  the cultivation of  land and animal  breeding – it  is  less and less pursued and
guaranteed. The industrialization of agricultural activity, the urbanization processes and the related
increasing of daily mobility, as well as the homologation of lifestyles with the alteration of working
times no longer based on natural scans, tend to impoverish peasant cultures on one hand or to
rethink them mainly in terms of tourist offer, while the deeper, intimate and emotional ties that the
individual has with nature are weakening and with them the very identity of people and the quality
of life more generally. The panel can therefore be a good opportunity to discuss specific topics such
as:

• forms of integration/negotiation between the cultural and environmental issues in reading 
territories,

• forms of integration/negotiation between urban and rural cultures,

• reconstruction of the relationships of identity/affection with the natural landscape that mark 
the history of people belonging to different age groups, social status, profession,

• transformations of the natural landscape and the socio-cultural impact on the local 
communities,

• policies for the enhancement of the natural heritage not only in terms of environmental quality
but also from a symbolic-cultural point of view and not necessarily from a tourism perspective.

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must
be sent both to convenor e-mail address (giampaolo.nuvolati@unimib.it) and to congress address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.
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The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.


