
XII convegno dei sociologi dell'ambiente italiani
“Politica, ecologia e società nell’Antropocene”

Università degli studi di Salerno - 26-27 Settembre 2019

SESSIONE 3

Titolo della sessione
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Proponenti
Alfredo Agustoni (Università di Chieti), Alfredo Alietti (Università di Ferrara), Dario Padovan 
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Racism and process of racialization applies not only directly to human groups, but also to natural
processes to which migrants, minorities but also large racialized populations (as indigenous people)
base their  lives  (resources  management,  commons management,  daily life  reproduction,  unpaid
labour). Environmental racialization is thus becoming a rising up crucial issue around the world. 
It denotes a new phase of racism, adding to localized and daily-life forms of material discrimination
a global one. It takes the figure of climate racism, food racism, health racism, land grabbing, water
and energy exclusion. All of these patterns of environmental racism are linked to the environmental
or material resources’ access, the environmental degradation that are distributed in different way
among continents, countries, classes, and races. The environmental impact of any kind of processes
of production, distribution, consumption and disposal is unequally and racially distributed. 
The “racial formation” process is now working at a larger level, going beyond the conventional
national  boundaries  embracing  continents  and  the  whole  planet.  “Gaia”  discovers  its  internal
stratification, in terms of human and non-human discriminations based on racial hierarchies.
The appropriation of natural resources has always been coupled with racialized labour. From cotton
to sugar, from coal to oil, racialized workers have been the principal human resource applied at the
recruitment  of raw material.  In this  sense,  racism (and environmental  racism) marks  the social
position regarding the process of appropriation and colonization of nature, the metabolic exchange
between society and nature. Moreover, the racialized labour is constitutive of abstract labour in
different branches of production and distribution: to get cheap nature capital needs cheap work. To
feed capitalism’s  process  of  accumulation  based on energy and raw materials  appropriation,  to
produce value from nature, capital needed and needs racialized labour-force, racialized labour-time
and racialized labour-space (land and factories). The racialization of labour-force – the less paid,
protected,  and  included  -  is  still  at  the  core  of  current  global  accumulation  process.  In  this
perspective, it is significant to highlight the ecologically unequal exchange as neoliberal tool for a
new racialized world order. We invite papers on these following issues which are strictly linked
with the main topic of the present panel:

 Food racism and the racialized access to good food
 Energy racism and the racialized access to energy
 Socio-spatial segregation and processes of racialization in the global North and global South

cities
 Neo-colonialism, land grabbing and racism
 Exstractivism, neoliberal and racism
 Climate racism
 Environmental racism
 Racialized anthropocene



The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must
be sent both to coordinators' e-mail addresses (alfredo.alietti@unife.it, consigliatodaglielfi@gmail.-
com,  dario.padovan@unito.it) and  to  congress'  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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