
XII Conference of Italian Environmental Sociologists
Politics, ecology and society in the Anthropocene

Università di Salerno, September, 26th-27th 2019

PANEL 2

Panel title
Waste, economy and crime. Theories and practices of a global challenge

Convenor:
Luca Bonzanni (University of Milan)

Key words
waste, circular economy, environmental crime 

One of the biggest challenge of the current era is the accomplishment of a virtuous waste cycle. We
live in a “disposable economy”, characterized by an increasing production of materials that run out
of their functions in a short time; however, we dispose or re-use those products only in a too small
portion. The affirmation of a circular economy, that is oriented towards waste regeneration and to
the  overcoming of  the unvirtuous cycle  “production-consumption-disposal”,  represents  the  only
choice to keep in balance humanity and environment.

In 2016, according to Ispra (the Italian national institute of protection and environmental research),
Italy’s production of special waste (the one produced by industries) was about 135.1 million tons,
almost unchanged from the 2007’s production (136.6 million tons). Moreover, Italy’s production of
urban waste in 2017 amounted to 29.6 million tons, just a slightly decrease from 2008 (32.5 million
tons).

With  a  micro  and macro  perspective,  this  panel  aims  at  investigating  in  deep the  topic  of  the
relationship of society and waste, by using a multidisciplinary approach, which interweaves both
qualitative and quantitative analysis.
Reviews of virtuous circular economy experiences, case studies from Italy or from the rest of the
world and global trends analysis on waste cycle will be appreciated in the discussion. Through these
contributions,  the  attempt  is  to  provide  an  analytic  frame  of  the  current  scenario  of  waste
management ad waste re-use.

Organized crime has been involved into waste trade and disposal for many decades, by operating as
an illegal services agency for industries which demand the reduction of production costs, bypassing
standards in waste management.
The modus operandi of Italian “ecomafie” has spread into the “legal society”, generating imitative
processes now carried on by “formally legal” industries, especially in Northern Italy. One of the
purposes of this panel is to discuss about this worrying trend. Therefore, in opposition to virtuous
practices, this session will also host papers focused on the evolutions of the environmental crime
model, analysis on efficiency of law enforcement policies, and/or speeches inherent to new possible
ways of contrasting of “ecomafie”. 

The deadline to receive participation proposals is 25 April 2019.

The proposals will include a title, proponent names, 3 key words and an abstract of maximum
3,000 characters, in Italian and English (but only in English for non-Italian speakers). They must



be  sent  both  to  convenor  e-mail  address  (luca.bonzanni@unimi.it) and  to  congress  address
(12congresso.sociologiambiente@gmail.com), indicating the session title as object.

The communication of the accepted presentations will take place by May 15th, 2019.

The conference program will be published by May 30th, 2019.
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